
With the final G7 Ministerial Meeting on Working Together on Climate

Change, Oceans and Clean Energy taking place in Halifax on the

traditional territory of the Mi’kmaq people in exactly one month, the

Youth 7 (Y7) calls upon our governments to act as responsible stewards

for the world we inhabit and will soon inherit. 

 

The Y7 brings our call to action to the attention of G7 leaders to realize a

more inclusive, cleaner, decarbonized, and sustainable world by 2030.

Extreme weather events such as this summer’s heat waves underscore

the urgency with which we must tackle these topics. 

 

The Y7 agreed upon a common vision of a world whereby, in the year

2030, all G7 members will have transitioned towards fully decarbonized

economies. In light of developments at the G7 Leaders’ Summit in

Charlevoix, we issue the following comments for consideration, and

strongly encourage our leaders to think bold and act fast.

YOUTH

RECOMMENDATIONS

FOR THE HALIFAX G7

MINISTERIAL 



We were pleased to see the emergence of the G7 Ocean Plastics Charter. In April of 2018, we

called upon G7 leaders to save all bodies of water through immediate action on plastics. We

emphasized the need for a legally-binding and ambitious statement to address the global

marine litter crisis and its root causes. 

 

Noting the Charter’s commitment for members to recycle and reuse at least 55% of plastic

packaging by 2030 and recover 100% of all plastics by 2040, we urge all G7 members to: 

Commit to a legally-binding agreement that sets more ambitious national targets to

recycle 85% of plastic by 2025 and to reduce, recuperate and recover plastics that cannot

be recycled to reach a zero plastic waste target by 2025.  

Focus on reducing plastic production, while ensuring alternatives do not encourage

further fossil fuel production. Recycling and recovering plastics contributes to global

warming and should be avoided when other less carbon intensive options are available.

The outcome documents should explicitly state G7 governments’ intent to strictly limit

plastic waste recovery and minimize plastic waste disposal by reducing plastic waste

upstream. 

Implement and, when applicable, harmonize Extended Producer Responsibility

legislation for the recuperation and recycling of plastics packaging. 

Fully ban single-use plastics as well as microplastics in cosmetics and to set a binding

timeline to do so before 2025, as well as invest in research investigating ways to eradicate

harmful microplastics -- including microfiber and nanoplastics -- from all bodies of water. 

ON THE OCEANS

PLASTICS CHARTER 



The Y7 welcomes the Blueprint put forward in Charlevoix and urges G7 members to

highlight the importance of the threat climate change brings to the health of oceans, seas

and resilient coastal communities.  

 

We ask G7 members to adopt a do-no-harm approach to coastal management, to identify

and to protect vulnerable coastal areas, and to invest heavily in the revitalization of damaged

areas . We also encourage the inclusion and recognition of the rights of Indigenous

populations and of populations displaced by a changing climate. 

 
We reiterate our call on G7 governments to have:  

Established a G7 working group that generates innovative ways to protect bodies of

water, such as legal rights, expansion of protected areas, & the creation of a list of

endangered waters by 2019. 

 

Finally, we welcome opportunities to continue to engage with the G7 policy process and

continue to build our relationship into 2019 and beyond.  

 

ON THE BLUEPRINT FOR

HEALTHY OCEANS , SEAS

AND RESILIENT COASTAL

COMMUNITIES 


